
DIAGNOSTIC HIERARCHY FOR CHRONIC HEADACHE AND OROFACIAL PAIN

EXTRACRANIAL

NEOPLASTIC 
BENIGN

Chondromyxoid 
   fibroma
Hemangioma
Neuroma 
Osteoma
Non-ossifying 
  fibroma
Osteochondroma
Synovial 
   chondromatosis
Pigmented 
  villonodular 
    tenosynovitis
Traumatic neuroma
Acoustic neuroma
Neurofibromatosis
Chondroblastoma
Osteoblastoma
Central giant 
   cell tumor
Chondroma
Neurofibroma

MALIGNANT

Adenocystic 
  carcinoma
Basal cell 
  carcinoma
Chondrosarcoma
Fibrosarcoma
Malignant giant 
   cell tumor
Malignant 
  paraganglioma
Multiple myeloma
Myosarcoma
Nasopharyngeal 
  carcinoma
Neurosarcoma
Osteosarcoma
Parotid gland 
  carcinoma
Periarticular  
  angioma
Reticulum cell 
  sarcoma
Sinus carcinoma
Squamous cell 
  carcinoma
Synovial sarcoma
Temporal bone 
  carcinoma
Tonsillar 
  carcinoma

NEOPLASMS, 
EXTRACRANIAL

  JAW
  NOSE & SINUSES
  SOFT TISSSUE
  SKULL
    Cavernous sinus tumor
    Cerebellopontine 
      syndrome
    Gasserian ganglion tumor
    Occipital condyle syndrome
    Orbit syndrome
    Retropharyngeal syndrome
    Retrosphenoidal syndrome
    Sphenoid sinus syndrome
    Superior orbital fissure syndrome
    Trotter's Syndrome
    Vernet's Syndrome

NON-NEOPLASTIC

INFECTIOUS

TMJ 
Infectious arthritis

THROAT
Candidiasis
Strep Throat
Diphtheria

TEETH
Periapical abscess
Periodontal abscess
Periapical cyst
Chronic pulpitis

EARS
Otitis external
Otitis media

NOSE AND SINUS
Sinusitis, chronic
Septal abscess

OTHER
Pterygoid space 
  abscess
Infratemporal space 
  abscess
Parotitis
Eye infection
Cellulitis
Osteomyelitis
Submandibular 
  gland infection
Septic trismus
Mastoidifis

NON-INFECTIOUS

MASTICATORY

INTRACAPSULAR EXTRACAPSULAR

INTERNAL
DERANGEMENT
Acute disc 
  displacement 
    with reduction
Acute disc 
  displacement 
    without reduction 
      previously 
        asymptomatic
Acute disc 
  displacement 
      without reduction, 
        previously 
           reducing
  Chronic disc 
    displacement with 
      reduction
Chronic disc 
    displacement 
      without reduction
Acute disc dislocation
Chronic retrodiscal 
  perforation with 
    disc displacement

DEVIATION IN 
FORM
Condylar 
  dislocation
Condylar 
  hypoplasia
Condylar 
  dysplasia
Bony ankylosis
Condylar aplasia
Condylar 
  hyperplasia
Fibrous ankylosis

TRAUMATIC
Hemarthrosis

STRETCHED
LIGAMENTS
Subluxation
SKELETAL
Malocclusion
Eagle's 
  Syndrome
Ernest
  Syndrome
Hyoid bone
  syndrome
Condylar
  hypoplasia,
    neck
Condylar
  hyperplasia,
    neck
Coronoid 
  hyperplasia

INFLAMMATORY
Capsulitis
Synovitis
Acute retrodiscitis
Osteoarthrosis, 
  Degenerative 
    joint disease 
Chronic 
  osteoarthritis
Noninfectious 
  osteoarthritis

MYOGENOUS
Myositis
Muscle splinting
Myotatic
  contracture
Myofibrotic
  contracture
Myospasm
Temporal 
  tendonitis
Myofascial pain 
  syndrome, 
    masticatory

TRAUMATIC
FRACTURE
Mandible
Maxilla
Zygoma
Nasal bones
Nasal-Orbital-
  Ethmoid
    complex

NON-MASTICATORY
NEUROPATHIC

AUTONOMIC
Causalgia
Reflex sympathetic
  dystrophy

SOMATIC
Classical trigeminal 
  neuralgia
Atypical trigeminial 
  neuralgia
Superior laryngeal 
  neuralgia
Facial nerve palsy
Greater occipital 
  neuralgia
Lesser occipital 
  neuralgia
Auriculotemporal 
  neuralgia
Geniculate ganglion 
   neuralgia
Sphenopalatine ganglion 
   neuralgia
Glossopharyngeal 
  neuralgia
Post surgical/post
  traumatic neuralgia
Preherpetic neuralgia
Post herpetic neuralgia
Tinnitus
Anterior ethmoid 
  nerve syndrome
Bell's Palsy
Tolosa-Hunt Syndrome
Peripheral neuritis

ARTHROGENOUS
Osteocavitational lesion
Hamular notch bursitis

ORGANIC
Odontalgia
Sialolithiasis
Tinnitus
Eye disorder
Ear disorder
Paranasal headache, 
  Nasal septal deviation headache, 
    Rhinitis headache

NEUROVASCULAR
Cranial arteritis
Carotidynia, 
  pericarotid headache
Migraine
Polymyalgia 
  rheumatica
Aneurysm, 
  basilar artery
Aneurysm, 
  carotid artery
Aneurysm, 
  vertebral artery
Aneurysm, posterior 
  communicating 
    artery

INTRACRANIAL

NON-NEOPLASTICNEOPLASTIC

INFECTIOUS

VIRAL
   Meningitis

BACTERIAL
  Meningitis

  Abscess
OTHER
  Fungal

  Cryptococcal
  Protozoal

 Coccidiomycosis

BENIGN
Glioma
Lymphoma
Meningioma
Neuroma
Astrocytoma

MALIGNANT

PRIMARY
Meningiosarcoma
Pituitary gland 
  carcinoma
Angioblastic 
  meningioma
Neurosarcoma

METASTATIC
Lung adenocarcinoma
Breast adenocarcinoma
Gastrointestinal carcinoma
Melanoma

NON-INFECTIOUS INFECTIOUS NON-INFECTIOUS

FOCAL SYSTEMIC
VIRAL
Herpes zoster
Bell's Palsy
Epidemic 
  pleurodynia

BACTERIAL
Anthrax
Tuberculosis

VIRAL
Influenza
Infectious 
  mononucleosis
Yellow fever
Dengue fever
Lassa fever
Lymphocytic 
  choriomeningitis
HIV/AIDS
OTHER
Worms
Rickettsiae
Mycosis
Malaria
Toxoplasmosis
Histoplasmosis

BACTERIAL
Tetanus
Lyme disease
Typhoid
Tularemia
Brucellosis
Leptospirosis
Rat bite fever

SYSTEMICFOCAL
Cervical torticolis
Cervical strain/sprain
Cervical radiculopathy
Post-traumatic
  cervical headache
Chiara's malformation
Cervicogenic
   headache
Cervical degenerative
   joint disease

CHEMICAL
Drug side effect
Food reaction
Alcoholism

IMMUNE SYSTEM
Polyarteritis nodosa
Sarcoidosis
Lupus erythematosa
Rheumatoid arthritis
Polyarthritides, psoriatic
Polyarthritides, Reiters Syndrome
Sjogren’s Syndrome
Scleroderma
Reticulohistiocytosis

OTHER
Obstructive sleep apnea
Cough headache
Coital headache
Myasthenia gravis
Chronic fatigue syndrome

ORGANIC

SKELETAL            
MUSCLE
Fibromyalgia

CARDIAC
Extertional
  headache
Myocardial 
  Infarction
Angina headache

ENDOCRINE
Adrenal insufficiency
Diabetes
Hyperthyroid
Hypothyroid
Hyperparathyroid
Hypoparathyroid
Menstrual headache
Eosinophilic granuloma
Estrogen deficiency
Adrenal cortex 
  hyperfunction
Pheochromocytoma

PSYCHOGENIC
Hysterical conversion
Von Munchausen’s Syndrome
Somatoform disorder
Psychogenic pain disorder
Major depression
Hyperventilation anxiety 
   syndrome

NON-CEPHALIC

MISCELLANEOUS
Tardive dyskinesia

CEPHALIC

Venous sinus thrombosis, 
  Intracranial venous 
    occlusion
Hematoma
Subarachnoid hemmorhage
Cardiovascular accident
Thalamic pain syndrome
Cluster headache
Benign intracranial hypertension, 
    (Pseudotumor cerebri)
SUNCT
Chronic paroxysmal 
  hemicrania
Apnea, CNS
Post concussion headache
Post spinal headache
Migraine without aura
Migraine with aura
Migraine, basilar
Migraine, dysphrenic
Migraine, familial hemiplegic
Migraine, opthalmoplegic
Migraine, retinal
Hyperostosis frontalis, 
  Morgagni-Stewart-Morel Syndrome
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